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Q: How did you become involved in the 

international travel program at the Nova 

Scotia Community College (NSCC)?  

A: I became involved with NSCC International in 
2000 when two of my IT students were selected for 
internships in Belize. The first time I travelled with 
an NSCC field school was in 2005 when I 
participated in the Mexico field school.  
Q: What was your first experience? What 

perked your interest?  

A: By 2005, my students were regularly applying for 
international opportunities within the college and I 
spent time encouraging them to consider the value of 
working in other countries and cultures. International 
experience on the résumé of an IT student is as 
valuable as a second language. My students and I 
kept an eye on emails coming from NSCC 
International.  
Q: What are the prerequisites to become 

involved in this program?  

A: The primary prerequisite is a good attitude. (Per-
haps that’s why industry values this on a resume.) 
You have to be adaptable and not fluster easily. You 
have to be able to navigate in unfamiliar 
environments and, if you are travelling with a group, 
you must be a team player. Each opportunity will 
have specific skill requirements depending on the 
project, but the key is really being able to perform 
outside your comfort zone.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: Can any NSCC employee become 

involved?  

A: Each NSCC International project has specific 

skill and background requirements depending on 

the project goals. Also, because of funding require-

ments, there may be particular positions identified 

for students, faculty, and staff. One of the interest-

ing things about international opportunities is that 

applicants need to read the advertised requirements 

carefully because opportunities can be missed. For 

instance, two years ago two Truro IT students were 

accepted for an international project in the Nether-

lands that identified the positions as “advocating 

for people with disabilities.” The application 

process for that project was a real learning 

experience for those students when they had to 

think about how an IT technician might have a role 

to play as an advocate. Their placements in the 

Netherlands were very successful and life changing 

for both students, neither of whom had travelled 

outside the province prior to their internships.
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Q: Please describe your project 

experiences. 

A With NSCC, I have participated in five 

international projects: 
In 2005, I had the opportunity to live 

with a family in Guadalajara, Mexico and 
study Spanish at the Universidad del Valle 
de Atemajac. In 2006, I participated in the 
Asia field school and worked in Singapore, 
Malaysia, Vietnam and China. In 2009, and 
again in 2011, I travelled to Tanzania as a 
faculty advisor on student projects. In 
2010, I participated in the Uniterra Leave for 
Change program and worked in Ghana with 
the National Education Campaign 
Coalition. 
Q: Do you find language a barrier 
since English is your first 
language? 

A: Today’s reality is that most of the world 

speaks English as a first or second 
language. On the rare occasion when you 
find yourself in a situation where no one 
can interpret, re- sorting to charades 
usually gets the job done.
Q: What happens if you become ill 

while out of the country? 

A If you are travelling with a group, there are 

usually one or more participants with first-aid or 
medical training. The group leader(s) will know 
where to find the local hospital or emergency 
services. As part of the orientation process, 
every participant fills out a short medical history 
and is required to have emergency medical 
coverage while out- side the country. There is 
always discussion of which medications may be 
required. Often the group organizes supplying 
these among the various participants. Even if 
you are travelling as an individual, as with the 
Leave for Change program, you have a 
significant or- ganization supporting you and 
you are given a local phone number where you 
can contact someone 24 hours a day in the case 
of an emergency. 

Q: What type of learning is 

involved for students who 

participate in this experience? 

A: International projects usually have 

service goals and learning goals and these are 

determined at the beginning of the project. 
Service goals are usually dependent on 
students’ academic training such as (nursing 
and information technology). A project may 
test these skills in a resource-challenged 
setting. Students also gain experience in 
problem solving, critical thinking, teamwork 
and cross-cultural skills. 
Q: Are you and/or the students 
totally sponsored by NSCC? 

A: The level of sponsorship is different for 
each project, but a participant will always be 
expected to make a personal financial 
contribution to establish their commitment. 
I encourage students involved with 
international projects to fundraise to cover 
some or all of their personal expenses 
because I feel fund- raising, networking and 
reporting back to funding organizations is a 
skill in and of itself. 
Q: How much preparation is 
involved before you embark 
on a journey to another 
country? 

A: For the project leads responsible to 
oversee service goals, there is a great deal of 
preparation. You have a job to do. You have 
to know how you are going to accomplish it 
given the time and resources you have at the 
partner site. Individuals will be involved in 
personal preparation: learning about the 
locale, possibly learning some phrases in an- 
other language and making sure their travel 
obligations including required vaccines are 
completed. For students and staff, NSCC 
International provides all the necessary 
information and coordinates orientation 
sessions.  
Q: You are open to many different 

experiences and cultures. Do you 

feel a certain personality is needed 

to be involved in this program? 

A: In talking with people over the past 
several years, I have come to realize that 
working in international locations isn’t for 
every- one. It’s not really a particular 
personality type you need. Every group I’ve 
travelled with was made up of a wide variety 
of personalities. Rather, you just have to 
have an interest in international project  
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work and, more importantly, be able to “see” 
yourself doing it – whether it’s putting in a 
computer network in Africa, setting up a tourist 
pro- gram in Belize, or installing wood stoves in 
Guatemala. When someone asks, “Is this for 
me?” there should be an opportunity for them to 
find out. That is why I feel passion- ate about 
providing project opportunities for NSCC 
students and for individuals in the Truro 
community. Now more than ever, we need 
citizens with a global perspective and a personal 
commitment to international issues. Nothing 
accomplishes this more effectively than 
travelling and working internationally. 

Q: You recently returned from 
Guatemala with your 
community/church group, how was 
this experience different from or 
the same as your other 
experiences? 

 
 
 
individuals in Bosnia and Canada; or 
when an NSCC staff member continues 
to send training resources to an 
organization they’ve worked with in 
Vietnam or Ghana. 
Q: In this time of fiscal restraint, 
do you feel this is a student 
experience that should be 
encouraged? If so, why? 

A: The world is very small, and today it is 

painfully obvious that decisions one country 
makes can have huge international implica- 
tions. Every educational institution has an 
obligation to help its students   become 
responsible global citizens. For those students

A: My work with the Guatemala project re- 

sulted directly from my NSCC experiences. 
Having been involved in travelling with a 
group, including experiences with travel 
logistics and orientation sessions, I was able 
to bring some valuable knowledge and 
organization to this local parish group. I am 
part of the steering committee for the 
Guatemala project and our goals and 
discussions are very similar to those I’ve had 
at NSCC. We are trying to address a need 
while providing a learning opportunity for 
the project participants. With the Guatemala 
project, as with the NSCC activities, there is 
an emphasis on having students and young 
people involved. The earlier we can expose 
our youth to inter- national issues and 
various cultures, the more time they will 
have to “pay forward” what they have 
learned. 

who want to  experience 
different countries and 
cultures, we have to do 
everything we  can to  sup- 
port them in that. They are 
the ones who will be 
making decisions in 10, 15 
and 20 years’ time. They 
are the ones who need to 
travel and see now. 
We have dealt with this 
same question in respect to 
the Guatemala project that 
my parish group supports. 
Each participant in that 
group pays their own 
expenses and we fundraise 
to pay for project materials. 
We know our partners in 
Guatemala are more than 

I haven’t found 
anything that 

makes a bigger 
impact in a 
student’s 

perspective or 
maturity than 
travelling and 

working 
internationally

Q: What activity, if any, is generated 
once you return home?  

A:  An important aspect of NSCC  Inter- 

national activities that may not be easy to 
quantify, is the second level of activity 
generated by a project: when NSCC students 

fundraise to support a non-governmental 
organization (NGO) in Africa that one of 

their classmates has visited; when lifelong 
friendships are sustained between

capable of the stove installations we travel there to 
complete, so why don’t we just send the money? The fact is 
that it’s not just about addressing a need in Guatemala. The 
project also addresses a need on the part of the Truro-based 
participants to feel they have done something personally and 
to feel they have a relationship with the individuals they are 
helping. The participants in these projects will readily admit 
that they get much more out of the project than they give 
and that the travel is a secondary consideration. 
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Q: What was your most interesting 

experience with your travels? 

A: A definite highlight was my opportunity last year 

to bring two IT students from our program to 
Mikumi National Park in Tanzania and install a 
computer net- work in a community college. I feel 
the two NSCC students who travelled to Tanzania 
had an ideal ser- vice-learning experience. They used 
their skills, their knowledge and their practical 
experience to install a stable, reliable network 
infrastructure at the Mikumi Campus. They learned 
about teamwork and gained a truly global 
perspective. It was what service learning should be: 
rewarding and enjoyable. 

The project also had an impact on the other 
stu- dents at the Truro campus. Throughout the 
winter semester many “teachable moments” arose 
from dis- cussions of the value and sustainability of 
various re- sources and components we considered 
for the project. With the success of this project, we 
all have a renewed appreciation for the value of 
planning and preparation. We accomplished our 
service goal and far exceeded our learning goals. We 
couldn’t have asked for better hosts and we 

about their country and their culture, and they shared 
their knowledge and time with us. We introduced 
their IT instructor to web server administration only 
to dis- cover the next morning that the welcome 
message on the Mikumi WordPress server was now 
in Swahili with a photo of the Mikumi Campus! 

Q: Would you encourage students 

to make this a part of their NSCC 

experience and lifelong learning? 

A: I have been encouraging students to seek out 
international opportunities since I began teaching at 
NSCC 14 years ago. I haven’t found anything that 
makes a bigger impact in a student’s perspective or 
maturity than travelling and working internationally.  

Q: Where can people go to find out 

more about international travel and 

NSCC? 

A: Here are some links: 
http://www.international.nscc.ca  
FaceBook: 
http://www.facebook.com/nsccinternational 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/nsccintl  

Blog: www.nscc-intl.travellerspoint.com 
Questions: international@nscc.ca 

couldn’t have done it without their assistance.  
They were accommodating and appreciative and 
made us feel very welcome. The tourism students 
taught us 

Deborah McVeigh is a faculty member at NSCC, 

Marconi Campus. 
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